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Complacency 

“Woe to you who are complacent in Zion, and to you who feel secure on Mount Samaria, you 

notable men of the foremost nation, to whom the people of Israel come!”  (Amos 6:1) 

In my years of ministry, I have been asked to participate in many wedding ceremonies.  I do not 

know the exact number of weddings I have performed but, I am confident the number is getting 

close to one hundred.  Every wedding is unique and most take on the personality of the bride 

with some influence from the groom.  I am happy to say that, to my knowledge, nearly all of the 

couples I have married over the years are still together.  But there is one notable exception. 

Roger and Kay were high school sweethearts.  After high school, they continued dating and even 

went to the same college together.  They graduated from college at the same time.  They both 

received education degrees, and both began working as teachers.  They also attended my church 

together.  Roger and Kay were like two peas in a pod.  They appeared to be inseparable.  When 

they contacted me to perform their wedding ceremony, I was honored and very confident that 

this union was a sure thing.  We participated in my usual premarital counseling, but it was just a 

formality in my mind.  Roger and Kay were made for each other. 

In the months following their wedding, Roger and Kay continued to attend church regularly and 

stayed involved in the life of the church.  But over the next two years, very slowly, I began to see 

some cracks in the armor.  They did not attend church as often and many times only one of them 

would show up.  They stopped participating in the young couple’s group and seemed to be 

distancing themselves from the church.   Not long after that, Roger dropped by my house one 

evening.  He was stressed and distraught as he told me that Kay had asked him to move out.  She 

wanted a divorce.  When I asked Roger what happened, all he could say was, “I think we just got 

complacent.  We got comfortable and complacent and stopped paying attention to each other.” 

There is no greater destructive force within a relationship than complacency.  It is like a vacuum 

that sucks all the joy and life from a situation.  We get comfortable and at ease with our situation 

and begin to take it for granted.  We become preoccupied with our own needs and interests.  Our 

complacency eats away at our initial commitment, and we lose our passion and perspective. 

Many people in the time of Amos were being very complacent.  They were taking their 

relationship with God for granted and focusing on famous people around them.  They replaced 

their passion for serving God with their own needs and interests.  And the relationship was 

severely damaged.  

Roger and Kay messed up my marriage track record because the disease of complacency 

destroyed their relationship.  Whether it is a marriage relationship or your relationship with the 

Lord, do not allow yourself to become complacent.  On this day God has given you, do not take 

your relationships for granted.    Commit yourself to serving the kingdom with passion, striving 

to build your relationship with the Lord.  The cure for complacency is commitment.   


