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The Light 

“Those who are wise will shine like the brightness of the heavens, and those who lead many to 

righteousness, like the stars for ever and ever.” (Daniel 12:3) 

As a child, I loved to go out into the backyard after dark and just look up at the stars.  Especially 

on cold winter nights when the air was crisp and clear.  The stars were like different size pin 

holes in the world’s black covering.  There was a dense sea of them littered across the sky.  But 

there was so much that I did not understand about the stars.  How could a star be so large but 

look so small?  And if they are really millions of miles away, how could I still see the light?  

Even when it is not completely dark? 

One winter, a new family moved in down the street from us.  The Dad’s name was Ed Griffin, 

and he was a new teacher at the junior high school.  Mr. Griffin taught science and art.  

Typically, when a new family moved into the neighborhood, my Mom was one of the first to 

drop by their house and welcome them.  Mom was particularly interested in getting to know Mr. 

Griffin because I was about to enter junior high school.   

Mr. Griffin was a kind and quiet man, but he was obviously very smart.  Often, I would see him 

out in his front yard as I rode by on my bike.  I would always stop by and chat for a few minutes.  

Over time, our conversations became longer and more interesting.  Since Mr. Griffin was a 

science teacher, he knew a lot about astronomy and the stars.  He was always very patient with 

my curiosity and allowed me to pepper him with questions.  When I asked Mr. Griffin how I 

could see the light from the stars even though they were millions of miles away, he simply said, 

“When there is a light that bright shining in the darkness, nothing can stop it.”  Mr. Griffin never 

mentioned God specifically to me, but I understood what he was telling me. 

The stars are a constant reminder to us that God is light.  God’s light has a brightness which 

penetrates and overcomes even the deepest darkness.  It is a light which can be seen from within 

any circumstance in life.  It is a light which reminds us of the greatness of God, even when God 

may seem far away.  And best of all, it is a light which God shares with His children.  As you 

grow in your understanding of God and share His light with those around you, your light shines 

with the brightness of the heavens.   

Several years later, I stopped by Mr. Griffin’s house as I was driving through the neighborhood.   

As I had become older, he and I had spent less and less time chatting.   He was sitting in a chair 

and reading a book in his yard.  As I approached him, he smiled and welcomed me to sit down.  I 

noticed that he was reading the Bible.  I reminded him of all he had taught me about the stars.  

And then I realized, the light of God that I saw was actually coming from him.   


