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What do you think? 

"For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways," declares the LORD. 

(Isaiah 55:8) 

One of the most unique gentlemen I ever met in a church I pastored was a man named Edsel 

Edwards.  At first glance, you may be thinking that Edsel was named after the automobile made 

by Ford.  But Edsel Edwards predated the introduction of the Edsel car by about forty years.  

Edsel Edwards was born around 1908 and he used to scoff at the Edsel car, stating that he was 

shocked that Ford would name such an ugly car after him. 

Edsel ran a small engine fix-it shop on the edge of downtown White Bluff Tennessee.  Edsel was 

the Michelangelo of small engine repair.  He could fix just about anything.  Occasionally, I 

would visit with Edsel at his shop, and I watched as customers brought in old lawn mowers and 

other equipment.  Most of the time, Edsel would take a quick look at the engine and almost 

immediately diagnose the problem and options for the repairs.  I once asked Edsel how he knew 

so much about small engines.  He said, “When it is what you think about all day, it just becomes 

a part of you.” 

One fall afternoon, I was visiting at Edsel’s shop.  It was a slow day for him, and he did not have 

much to work on that day.  About that time a young lady came into Edsel’s shop and said she 

had a mower in her trunk that smoked badly whenever it was started.  I helped Edsel unload the 

mower and began to watch him check it out.  Edsel briefly started the mower and watched as 

smoke bellowed out from the engine.  A minute or two after the cloud of smoke cleared, he 

looked up at me and said, “What do you think?”  My response was quick and decisive. “I think it 

is a goner!  Dead on arrival!”  Edsel made it clear, that was not what he was thinking. 

It is important for us to remember that our thoughts and ways are different from God’s.  We 

think with a limited and fallible mind.  We think with a mind that has been corrupted by the 

perspectives of our world.  We see bad events occur and immediately assume someone is at fault.  

We see a life that has been destroyed by bad decisions, abuse, or addiction and struggle to find 

any reason for hope.  We see the smoke rising from a situation and immediately assume it cannot 

be fixed.  It is a goner!  God makes it clear that He sees something very different.  God sees hope 

and the opportunity to turn a life around.  He sees potential among the smoking ashes of that 

fallible human soul.  He sees an opportunity to reveal His glory through that life.  Edsel’s 

thoughts were not my thoughts and with a new spark plug and some engine oil he had the mower 

running like new again.  You do not have to look very far to find a life bellowing with the smoke 

of brokenness.  We can choose to be an instrument of repair for that life, or we can give up and 

consider it dead on arrival.  We know what God thinks.  What do you think?   


