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Be Prepared 

“Guard your steps when you go to the house of God.  Go near to listen rather than to offer the 

sacrifice of fools, who do not know that they do wrong.  Do not be quick with your mouth, do not 

be hasty in your heart to utter anything before God.  God is in heaven, and you are on the earth, 

so let your words be few.   (Ecclesiastes 5:1-2) 

One of the most positive influences on my life as a young person was the Boy Scouts.  I am 

aware that, in recent years, scouting has encountered some very negative publicity as a result of 

the improper actions of a few.  But I found my years in scouting to be challenging and character 

building.  Scouting taught me the importance of teamwork and living a life of integrity.   It 

taught me how to survive through the most difficult physical and mental challenges.  It taught me 

to care for the world around me which God had created.  The laws we followed as scouts and the 

oaths we took taught me the value of trust, loyalty, kindness, respect, reverence and obedience to 

God.   

Oh, I learned other valuable things also.  Like how to tie just about every knot ever created or 

how to keep myself from freezing to death when camping on top of a mountain in the winter.  I 

even learned how to survive for days on a mountain by myself with no food except for whatever 

the land provided.  But the greatest lesson I learned was the scout motto.  “Be Prepared.”  I 

learned that no matter what my plans are, sometimes life will go sideways, so I better be 

prepared.  I learned that the way to get the most out of every experience of life was to enter that 

experience prepared.  Prepared to learn, prepared to grow, prepared to participate and prepared to 

take what I could from that experience. 

That is a lesson I have taken with me all the way to the ministry.  Too often we can tend to come 

into the sanctuary with an unprepared attitude.  We come to be seen and heard.  We come to be 

entertained and see it as a sacrifice of our time so that we can feel better about ourselves the rest 

of the week.  The reverence and holiness of the event is lost on an unprepared heart and the time 

spent is wasted time. 

Solomon teaches us that we should guard our steps as we enter the Sanctuary.  Our worship 

should be a very deliberate act of obedience and love.  We should enter the Sanctuary with 

receptive and contrite hearts.  God is in heaven, and we are on earth.  What could we possibly 

have to say that is more important than the Word of God through the Holy Spirit to us?  On this 

day which God has given you, be prepared.  When you worship, regardless of where your are, 

come into God’s presence with a prepared heart.  A heart that is open and receptive to God’s 

guidance.  A heart that is prepared to receive the hope and love which God reveals every day.  

Be prepared today to experience God.     


