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Season of Patience 

“The Lord is good to those whose hope is in Him, to the one who seeks Him; it is good to wait 

quietly for the salvation of the Lord.  (Lamentations 3:25-26) 

As a young child, I know that I could be rather impatient at times.  I am sure that I placed 

unrealistic expectations on my Mom to provide a meal when I was hungry, clean clothes when I 

needed them, and a ride to take me to various activities across Gaston County.  As an adult I 

have learned that we are often complicit in developing impatient children.  It is just who we have 

become as a society.  We have become accustomed to having everything we desire, exactly when 

we want it.  We expect our food to be fast; our stores to be well stocked; and our cash to be quick 

so that we may purchase the things we need.  We expect to travel down the road, unencumbered 

when we are trying to run errands and accomplish the agenda of the day.  We have become an 

impatient society to the point that any interruption in our expectations is met with aggravation, 

increased blood pressure, overwhelming stress, and shouts of that famous line I have heard many 

times recently, “You have got to be kidding me!”  

Have you ever heard the phrase, “Patience is a virtue?”  As a child, I heard that phrase from my 

Mom on a regular basis.  It is not a phrase that is found anywhere in the Bible.  It is more of an 

idiom that developed many years ago to illustrate that patience is a quality that Christians should 

possess.  So, Mom was attempting to instill in me the notion that patience should be important in 

my life. 

The events of the past year or two have put an amazing strain on our virtuous patience as adults.  

With the emergence of COVID 19 and the subsequent variant, we have been thrown into an 

existence which requires a new level of patience daily.  You can still have fast food if you are 

willing to wait in a line of cars, wrapped around the building.  You can still purchase appliances, 

and furniture if you are willing to wait three months for the delivery.  You can still travel from 

point A to point B if you are willing to pay the price for gasoline so that you can bounce from 

store to store to find the items you need. 

Just last week, I was standing in a long checkout line at Walmart.  It was the only lane open out 

of the sixteen available lanes because they were very short on staff.  I could have chosen the 

express lane, but it was backed up all the way down the aisle.   As I waited in line, I saw a young 

man walk up to the checkout line with only a few items in his arms.  His lack of patience had 

reached a boiling point and in a fit of anger and frustration he threw his items to the floor and 

marched out yelling, “You have got to be kidding me!” 

Now is the season for patience.  God has helped us to endure many trials and struggles 

throughout this virus.  It is in times like these that we have an opportunity to show the world 

around us God’s “Peace beyond understanding.”  On this day God has given you, focus on 

seeking God’s guidance through the challenges of this season.  Ask God for patience when the 

lines are long and inconvenient.  Replace the stress with prayer and kind conversations with 

those facing the same challenges.  It is in seasons like this that our patience can be very virtuous. 


